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Over the past 33 years, Orren Pickell 

Designers & Builders has won more 

than 325 awards for architectural design 

and quality craftsmanship. Whether 

it•s a new custom home or remodeling 

project of any size, Pickell has the 

capabilities to guide you through every 

phase of the homebuilding process on-

time and on-budget. Orren Pickell•s 

Design Center  located at Willow and 

Happ (next to Starbucks) in North“  eld, 

features ten incredible room settings 

with the latest trends and innovative 

designs. Call or stop in today.
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over the coun-
try who said Michael was their best friend.”

Doug Meis was also a drummer. As a kid
growing up in Oak Harbor, Washing ton,
Meis would practice beating his hands
against his skinny chest even as he lay in
bed. On weekends, he would don a pair of
soundproof headphones, tune a radio to
the local alternative rock station 107.7 FM,
and from noon to 7 p.m. drum to whatever
music he heard on the radio. (Those hours
were scheduled out of respect for the neigh-
bors.) As a music business major at Illinois
Wes leyan University, he spent his Friday
and Saturday nights in the school’s practice
rooms, not because he was antisocial, but
because he knew he’d have the rooms for as
long as he wanted. “It didn’t matter what he
was doing,” his brother, Scott, says. “Just as
long as he had time to play the drums.”

Not long after college, Meis loaded up
his car and headed to Chicago on a whim.
“Nothing made Doug anxious or worried
or depressed,” says his girlfriend, Jennifer
Philbrook. “If he did get down, he’d say,
‘I’m kind of sad’—then, a little while later,
it would pass.” 

John Glick was a guitarist and, most
recently, frontman of The Returnables. On
stage, he moved with a confidence and exu-
berance that suggested rock star. Offstage,
Glick himself wasn’t showy. He once told
his bandmates that he’d much rather be
known as a “cult star” and would feel val-
idated by a review in the Trouser Press, an
off-the-radar New York rock publication.
His wish was granted after the 1999 re-
lease of the EP So When Can I See You
Again? “It was music performed for the
love of music and the camaraderie,” says a
friend, Rhett Miller, lead singer for the
band Old 97’s. “It was never driven by am-
bition or need for adulation.”  

Glick, who was born and raised in
Malden, Massachusetts, started reading
when he was three and, by five, was writ-
ing poems and songs. (His sister, Emily
Alston-Follansbee, recalls one called “John
Glick’s Rock ’n Roll Song.”) From the time
he was a student at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison, Glick formed bands
with his friends, even rigging an audition
so that one of his best friends, Jonathan
Ben-Isvy, might make the group. Ben-Isvy
didn’t know how to play guitar well, so
Glick spent weeks secretly teaching him
five Returnables songs. Later, as The
Returnables set about making the liner
notes for their first album, Glick insisted
that all four members take credit. “He
wrote the majority of the tunes,” recalls
Ben-Isvy, who, as one might expect, passed
the audition. “But he didn’t care.”
Bandmates weren’t the only ones to know

this side of Glick. If he had a great sand-
wich, he had to make you one. If he heard
a great record, you had to listen.

“He just wanted to share things with peo-
ple,” says his widow, Rebecca Crawford, “and
the same could be said about Doug and
Michael, too. They lived every day like that.” 

THE FIRST CALLS TO SKOKIE 911 CAME
in about 12:15 p.m. on July 14, 2005. Some -
time before that, Jeanette Sliwinski’s red
Mustang was rocketing down Dempster
Street. She was heading east, away from
her home in Morton Grove, over the Edens
Expressway. She was weaving from lane to
lane chaotically enough to make other
drivers notice and move out of her way. 

Sliwinski declined to be interviewed for
this story. But her parents, in their first for-
mal media interview since the crash, say
their daughter grieves for the victims and
their families as she serves her sentence in
the Dwight Correctional Center, a maxi-
mum security women’s prison about 80
miles southwest of downtown Chicago.
Her mother says that, to this day, Jeanette
can’t explain what was going through her
mind in the minutes before the crash. “She
does not remember anything specific,” says
Ursula Sliwinski, who speaks with her
daughter several times a week. The family
members say they now live in fear of a po-
tential civil suit and that the media still
hound them, intrigued not only by a trag-
ic story line but also by Jeanette’s stints as
a model and stripper. Recently, a cable net-
work had been calling to interview them
for Snapped, a series on female killers.
They declined.

Sliwinski’s parents, Ursula and Ta-
deuscz (Ted), were born and raised in
Poland. They married in 1978 and came to
Chicago because Ursula’s mother had her-
self been born in Chicago and encouraged
her daughter to immigrate here. Jeanette
was born in 1982. Soon after, the Sliwinskis
moved from Norwood Park to Morton
Grove. Their second child, Robbie, now a
graduate student at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison, was born in 1986.
“We are immigrant people who come to
this country with practically nothing,” says
Ursula, who works as a cleaning service su-
per visor in a building downtown. Her hus-
band is an electrician. “We do everything
for our kids.”

Jeanette Sliwinski’s parents and broth-
er are sitting in the back corner of a Bakers
Square restaurant in Niles. With them is a
friend and family spokes person named
Toni Randle. Ursula Sli winski describes the
daughter she once knew: the girl who
adored animals and swimming; who took
ballet classes; who worked as a lifeguard at
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